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Klondike couple: Gust and Frieda Nasgovitz relax on they have lived for 50 years. They stay busy by 
the back porch of their Klondike farm house, where cultivating their garden. 


They say Klondike is 24-karat 


of farming. 

"I just got tired of it (farming),” he 
says. "I bought this bar for retirement 
and I still got work." 

Frieda and Gust Nasgovitz, 8015 Coun¬ 
ty Highway B West, don’t let retirement 
slow them either. 

Their back yard is Klondike’s Garden 
of Eden — a strawberry patch, rows of 
grapevines and a quarter-acre plot with 
every kind of vegetable imaginable. Gust. 
85, steers the riding lawn mower around 
the yard and Frieda, 75, tucks away the 
last of her canning lids as a typical day’s 
work unfolds. 

"We’ve always had a garden like this." 
she says. ”It’s a lot of work, but I don't 
mind as long as I can still do it." 

She is friendly with a quick smile and a 
girlish laugh. She is proud of her garden, 
showing off the bright orange pumpkins 
and tall poppy seed plants. 

Gordon and Noreen Gille left big city’’ 
life behind about eight years ago and 
moved to Klondike. He is originally from 
Green Bay and she is a native of Racine. 

The couple owns Gille’s Market, 8095 
County Highway B West. 

"This is a quiet, peaceful place and 
there’s a lot of nice people here." Noreen 
Gille says. ’’You meet them for the first 
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KLONDIKE — The name conjures up 
visions of grizzled prospectors in worn 
dungarees peering down into their tin 
pans, hoping to spy a fortune. 

But this Oconto County community is 
actually the home to farmers and busi¬ 
ness owners who revel in a quiet country 
lifestyle. _ 

The popula- Press-Gazette photos 
tion of Klon- py Ken Wesely 

dike, about 52 - 

mile6 northwest of Green Bay at County 
Highways B and Z, is about 26. 

At its core are two taverns, a grocery 
store and butchering business, and the 
remnants of a construction business now 
in De Pere. 

There also is a Catholic church and 
Klondike Memorial Field, a baseball 
field and park where the Kust-Heisel-Ra* 
kowsky World War II Memorial pays 
tribute to veterans. 

The highway intersection is a busy one 
— a stark contrast to the serenity of the 
countryside. 

Curt Lentz tosses popcorn to the ducks 
in MacDonald Creek, behind the bar he 
owns with his father. Oscar Lentz. The el¬ 
der Lentz bought Klondike Cozy Corner. 
8104 County Highway B West, after years 
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□ Population: 26 

C Logging legends: Old-timers in this 
small community tell stories about the 
logging days in Klondike. They say the 
loggers went into the woods in winter 
to cut trees, often not returning until 
spring. When they got back to Klon¬ 
dike, they immediately set about 
spending their winter earnings. 

□ Name game: Residents say that for 
a short time during the 1940s, Klon¬ 
dike was known as Timme. Adrian Ste 
Marie, whose family has lived here for 
almost 90 years, says it was probably 
just a misprint on the map. "I think 
there was so much complaining they 
finally just corrected it." 


Please see Klondike/B-2 










Bar talk: Curt, left, and Oscar Lentz stand Meat maker: Gordon Gille of processing truck that he 
outside their bar, the Klondike Cozy Corner. Klondike shows the meat- takes to area farms. 












□ Klondike 

time and it’s like they’ve known 
you for years.” 

She describes her neighbors as 
honest. When the Gilles first 
moved here, she undercharged a 
woman for her groceries. 

"She offered to come in and pay 
the difference and said she 
wouldn’t be able to sleep all night 
if she hadn’t called me,” Noreen 
Gille says. 

Gordon Gille spends much of his 
time on the road with his traveling 
slaughterhouse. He rolls in on his 
refrigerated truck and butchers 


livestock on farms from Pulaski to 
Oconto, Middle Inlet to Townsend. 

The coming deer hunting season 
signals big business for the Gilles. 
Last year hunters brought in 400 
deer that was made into 70,000 
pounds of venison sausage. 

Clad in work clothes and boots, 
Gordon Gille is all smiles as he 
talks about Klondike. ”1 like the 
country,” he says. "You couldn’t 
get me to go back to the city with a 
big club. 

' Here you know everybody with¬ 
in a 20-mile radius. You really 
know them, not just their names. ’ 

■ Next week: Maplewood in Door 
County 



